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OCTOBER MEETING: The next regular meeting of the Association
will be held on Thursday evening, 12th inst., at eight o’clock, in the Assembly
Hall of the Public Library, corner McAllister and Larkin Sts. Take elevator
to third floor. Car lines No. 5 or No. 19.

The feature of the evening will he an address by Mr. C. B. Lastreto,
Corresponding Secretary of the Association, on the subject of his experiences,
ornithological and otherwise, during his recent trip to Colombia. Mr. Lastreto
was absent from April to September last, and his observations will prove
most interesting. Visitors will be made welcome.

* * *

OCTOBER FIELD TRIP will be taken on Sunday, October 15th, to
Lake Merced. East Bay members should take ferry boat reaching San Fran-
cisco about 8:40 a. m., and go thence by Mission Street car, line No. 12, with
“Ocean” sign. Leave car at Fortieth Ave. and Sloat Boulevard. San Francisco
members take Ingleside car, line No. 17, and transfer to car line No. 12 at
Nineteenth Ave. and Sloat Boulevard and ride west on the boulevard to
Fortieth Ave.

Party will form at 9:30 a. m„ at entrance to nurseries of MacRorie and
McLaren on Sloat Boulevard, near the point where Fortieth Ave. intersects
the same. Bring lunch and drinking water.

V * *

PROCEEDINGS OF THE SEPTEMBER MEETING: The sixty-

eighth regular meeting of the Association was held on September 14th, in the
Assembly Hall of the San Francisco Public Library, with President Kibbe in

the chair: Miss Isabel Ames, Secretary; fourteen members and twenty guests
in attendance.

On the motion of Mr. Smith, a resolution was adopted, expressing the
keen appreciation of the Association, of the courtesies extended by the
Department of Commerce, by Superintendent of Lighthouses Capt. Ii. W.
Rhodes, and by Capt. Warriner of the Madrono, in affording the members an
opportunity of revisiting the Farallones, and the Corresponding Secretary
was requested to convey copies of the resolution to each of the parties named.

* * *

Dr. G. Dallas Hanna, Curator of Invertebrate Paleontology of the Cali-

fornia Academy of Sciences, then entertained the meeting with an exhibition

of motion pictures of some Southern California birds. The conduct of a

green-backed goldfinch, leaving and approaching her nest, and brooding,
was clearly shown. Another section depicted the nest-building operations of

an Anna hummingbird; her fearlessness while brooding and her submission
to visits and actual touching without leaving the nest. Comparison was
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shown of hummingbird’s egg with that of domestic hen. Also, a fascinating

bit of play between two Anna hummers who were not satisfied to share a
delightful pool and miniature waterfall for bathing, hut must needs drive

each other away in turn. The comedy touch was furnished by the antics of

two white fledglings of the turkey vulture in and about their nest, high up on
the side of a rocky bluff. The film was of full length, but it proved all too

short for the interested observers and Dr. Hanna kindly repeated it for

good measure.
¥ ¥ ¥

BIRDS AND BATRACHIANS
By Carlos Spegazzini, La Plata, Argentina, January 31, 1922.

Translated from El Hornero, (“The Oven-bird"), Journal of the Argentine
Ornithological Society, Vol. II, No. 4, April, 1922, by Ynes Mexia de Reygadas.

Escuerzo is a beautiful toad, inhabiting northern Argentina. Size, about four
and one-half inches. In coloration, it is greenish yellow with dark green patches
surrounded by an elaborate pattern of white and russet lines and yellow dots
within the patches. This carpet-like pattern affords perfect concealment among the
grasses and loose earth.—Translator’s Note.

I had always had the impression that frogs and toads were preyed upon
by birds, an impression strengthened by the fact that time and again, in pre-

paring birds for mounting, I have found in their stomachs remains of hylas,

(tree-toads), small toads and frogs. In particular I remember that in my
latest specimen, a beautiful heron, I found the remains of seventeen hylas.

I suppose that this one-sided idea of the relations between birds and
batrachians is common to most people, and that the reverse would be con-
sidered to be highly improbable, but I intend to prove, on the contrary, that
the birds often fall victims to the batrachians.

During the spring of 1920, in my botanical excursions in the vicinity of

La Plata, I found a great number of young escuerzos of the large variety, and
attracted by their beautiful coloration, I took a half-dozen home, turning
them loose in my garden where I keep quite a collection of birds, eared
doves, smaller doves, Argentine cowbirds, blackbirds, Bolivian flycatchers,

etc., cutting their wings periodically and making great pets of them.

As I keep these supplied with an abundance of food, there is a large
number of visitors, especially pigeons and linnets, and as no one is allowed
to frighten them, they become very tame. All of the animals apparently live

very happily together, and when I freed the escuerzos in the garden they
disappeared from view', burying themselves in the loose earth of the flower
beds and only reappearing from time to time after a severe rain. On these
occasions I noticed that they seemed to be increasing in size and possibly
diminishing in number.

A watering pan and tw'o food dishes are placed in different parts of the
garden, and to these localities come flocks of lively birds at my call twice a
day when I distribute the food. Early in November I noticed that one ot
the two largest escuerzos (7 cms. long), w'as partially buried among some
clumps of violets close to one of the food dishes with only his eyes and nose
Visible above ground. The birds paid no attention to him, hopping all around
him and even on his head w'hile they picked up the seed, with no signs of
fear, while he, on his part, paid no attention to the birds and appeared to be
asleep.

Two days later, while I w'as scattering the bird seed, a very tame feather-
legged pigeon flew down and eagerly commenced eating, when it suddenly
flew up as though startled, and to my astonishment I saw' that the escuerzo
had in his mouth a couple of feathers plucked from the pigeon’s leg.

Two or three days after that I found dead in a vessel containing only a
little water a little flycatcher, which greatly puzzled me, because I could not
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understand how the little animal could have drowned in such a shallow pan
of water, nor how it got into the pan at all.

The morning after, another disagreeable surprise awaited me, for I dis-
covered a dove, which had been a great pet, dead on a rock and scattered
around, a couple of meters away, all of his tail feathers and some feathers
from his flank. Examination showed a long tear through the skin on the
right side. There could be no doubt that the poor little creature had been
caught from the rear, and keeping in mind the ease with which the skin
tears and the looseness of the plumage of these little birds, it had been able
to tear itself loose only to fall dead on the spot where I found it, probably
as much from fright as from the wound it actually received.

I suspected the assassin to be some rat or stray cat, never considering
for a moment that the escuerzo would be bold enough to attack a victim so
much larger than itself.

From that date the escuerzo disappeared from the vicinity of that par-
ticular feeding dish, and I saw it no more.

On the 21st of January of this year I went to the garden at nine o’clock,
my regular time for feeding my little pets, and at my call these came,
together with a large number of linnets, and all commenced picking up the
seed. I was watching them and talking to my children, when suddenly there
was what appeared to be a diminutive volcanic eruption on one side of the
dish followed by the piteous cries of an adult male linnet which fluttered on
its side with its left wing firmly grasped by the escuerzo. I ran immediately
to help the captive, and catching the escuerzo by the hind legs, it was with
considerable difficulty that I was able to free the bird from him. The batra-
chian appeared very angry, puffed himself all up, and after two or three wild
hops, he found his hole, entered it and buried himself in it near the roots of

a jessamine and about 25 or 30 cms. from the bird’s dish.

On hearing the commotion the other people from the house had come out
and I was commenting on the occurrence while some other linnets flew down
and commenced to feed. Suddenly the escuerzo reappeared, gave one enor-

mous hop and caught, this time by the head, a large female linnet. The
victim could not even give a cry, and the limpness of her body showed that

she had been instantly killed. Every twenty or thirty seconds the escuerzo

would make an effort to swallow his mouthful, and each time it would go down
a little farther. At first he tried with his fore feet to accommodate the wings
so that the prey could be more easily' swallowed, but generally, between his

efforts to get it down, he would make little hops and curious contortions in

his struggles with his voluminous mouthful. Finally in exactly fourteen

minutes after being caught the bird had totally disappeared in the stomach
of its voracious enemy. The escuerzo remained immobile for a few minutes,

apparently getting his breath, made two or three vacillating hops and then

moving backwards, lowered himself into his hole where, working with his

hind legs, he slowly covered himself with earth until he had totally disap-

peared. Feeling with my fingers f found that he was about 5 cms. under the

surface, where he remained for some time, tranquilly digesting his meal. On
the 27th, investigation showed that he had changed his location, nor was I

able to find him nor to determine whether he digested his prey entire or if

he disgorged the bones and feathers as do so many of our birds of prey.

The manner in which the batrachian located himself on both occasions

apparently showed some rudiments of intelligence in selecting the most
opportune time and the most strategic location for his hunt, as well as in the

utilization of his wonderful protective coloration which rendered him indis-

tinguishable against the earth and the grass. The unaccustomed boldness he

displayed I attribute possibly to its being the mating season, the time at

which the demands for alimentation are the greatest.



THE GULL

Since the memorable day of the tragedy I cannot but think that my
little friends have lost the confidence and the feeling of security they enjoyed
before. Now in moving around they do so as if they were “walking on eggs,”

as the saying goes, giving little frightened jumps and avoiding places where
the earth is loose. It seems as though they had advised one another that

some grave peril lurks there, and after quickly eating their fill, they retire

precipitately to the leafy grape vine where they regain their confidence and
appear to enjoy their safety from terrestrial enemies.

¥ * *

GAME LAWS FOR 1922

Farmer’s Bulletin No. 1288 of the U. S. Dept, of Agriculture summarizes
all Federal and other game laws in force throughout the United States,

Canada, Newfoundland and Lower California. The laws treating with fur

animals are scheduled in Farmer’s Bulletin No. 1293. Either or both of these
very useful bulletins may be secured gratis by application to the Department
at Washington.

* * *

SEPTEMBER FIELD TRIP: Sunday, the 17th, was the day, and
Baumberg, near the East Bay shore, was our destination. The gun clubs
which own the place where artificial fresh water ponds furnish feeding
grounds for ducks and other birds, kindly permitted us to encroach upon
their preserves, and we carried away pictures which will never be forgotten.

Many birds are attracted to the place by an abundance of feed and water.

Thirty species were recognized. They are: Western, California and Bona-
parte gulls and Farallon cormorant; pintails in eclipse plumage and possibly
other species; great blue heron, coot, northern phalarope; avocet and black-
necked stilt; dowitcher, sandpipers, yellow-legs and killdeer; turkey vulture,
marsh, sharp-shinned and sparrow hawks and burrowing-owl; black phoebe,
California horned lark, bicolored blackbird, meadowlark and Brewer black-

bird; linnet, green-backed goldfinch, savannah and song sparrows; shrike
and yellow-throat. •

Sixteen members made the trip: Mesdames Kibbe, Reygadas and Thomas;
Misses Ames, Ayer, Baily, Chapin, Fritts, Griffin, King, Paroni, Pierce and
Sterne; Messrs. Kibbe, Rapp and Thomas. Three guests accompanied us:

Mrs. Sheldon, Mrs. Turney of the California Audubon Society, and Mr. El-

more.

Though the bird list obtained is not long, the trip was considered very
interesting and profitable because of the, wonderful views of avoccts and
stilts. A group of eighteen or twenty avocets remained close at hand for a
long time and several of them amused us by their efforts to bathe in water
reaching only half-way up their long legs.

Isabel Ames.
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